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the environment

By Jacqueline LaChance

Doug Mayer’s hat sums up his feelings about
his profession. “Trees Are Good” is embla-
zoned on a weathered baseball cap the ISA 
certified arborist wears on the job and off. 
A specialist in the care of trees, Mayer is

certified in his field through the International
Society of Arboriculture (ISA) – running
Newton Hook Tree Care in Stuyvesant Falls for
the last 12 years. A residential arborist, Mayer’s
philosophy is one of “do no harm.” But climate
changes and the fairly recent introduction of
devastating insects that destroy whole stands
of trees have made Mayer’s job challenging
over the last several years.

Trees are under assault
“Trees have no natural resistance,” he said. 
“Trees are under assault. The climate is

changing, the whole Northeast forest is 
changing. How to deal with these factors is
challenging.” As close as Worcester, Massa-
chusetts, whole areas of trees have been
removed just to avoid the potential rami-
fications of insects. 
“Treating massive amounts of trees with

insecticide is cost prohibitive. It’s a hard 
decision,” said Mayer, who pointed out the
arborist’s goal is to save trees, not remove
them.
The Emerald Ash Borer is attacking trees 

all around this area and is so serious that
Columbia County was just added to the New
York State Department of Environmental
Conservation’s quarantine list to try and slow
the spread of the insect. This means lumber or
firewood is not to be moved from area to area
and fines can be levied if the quarantine regu-
lations are breached. The Emerald Ash Borer
was discovered in 2002 in Michigan, brought
in to the United States in crates from overseas.
The insect kills Northern American ash trees,
which are very common street trees in the
Northeast. Ironically, ash trees were widely
planted to replace the millions of elm trees
that were wiped out in the 1960s and ’70s
from Dutch Elm Disease. Elm trees were often
planted in urban settings because they were
very tough, grew quickly and provided an
unbroken canopy of shade.

Tree Men
As arborists, Doug and Andrew Mayer focus on the care and preservation
of trees. Their task is “to allow trees to mature with dignity, and, when
necessary, due to competition for space, age, disease or disaster, remove
them in an efficient and respectful way.”

Chatham’s elm trees
The prevalence of elms in the Village of
Chatham is recollected by the late Albert S.
Callan in his book, “The Man in the Black
Hat,” a collection of Callan’s columns from the
Chatham Courier. He writes, “In the 1930s,
Chatham’s Payn Avenue was covered with a
bower of branches reaching up and outward
from columns of elm trees that marched 
down each side of the thoroughfare. And each
autumn these elms released a zillion leaves…”
Dutch Elm Disease decimated elm trees on
Payn, Woodbridge and Hudson avenues 
during the height of the blight.
Other pests which attack hemlock trees

have been discovered as close as Germantown,
while the Asian Longhorn Beetle is the one
impacting trees in Massachusetts. Warmer
temperatures over the last several years have
put additional stress on trees such as the sugar
maple, which thrives in colder temperatures.
“We will have to work harder to save trees,”
said Mayer. 
Although he has been in the tree business

since 2001, Mayer spent 25 years in commer-
cial agriculture in the Hudson Valley. He grew
up on fruit and vegetable farms in the lower
Hudson Valley and is a 1975 graduate of
Cornell University, where he received a bache-
lor’s degree in Pomology, the study of fruit.
After graduation, he worked as a commercial
fruit grower, primarily apples. He later worked
as farm manager for orchards in Columbia
and Rockland counties, leaving in the mid-
1980s to work in agricultural chemical sales
for Agway. During the 1990s, Mayer said he
worked growing vegetables for farmer’s mar-
kets, eventually leaving commercial agricul-
ture behind for his lifelong love of trees. 

Certified arborist
Through work experience, training and mem-
bership in various trade organizations, Mayer
became an ISA certified arborist. His son,
Andrew, recently received his ISA certification
and is working with his father in the family
business. Andrew Mayer is a 2004 Chatham
High School graduate who spent several years
in the Coast Guard, before joining his father in
the care and maintenance of trees and becom-
ing an ISA certified arborist himself. Doug
Mayer’s wife, Jane Jessup Mayer, handles the
bookkeeping and scheduling for the family
business.
“It’s nice to help people,” said Andrew

Mayer about his decision to work toward his
certification as an arborist. 

“People get attached to trees and their 
environment. The timeline of trees is different
than humans. It’s like a chess game. You have
to have patience.” Balance is achieved with the
immediate gratification found in planting new
trees or renovating existing ones, said Doug
Mayer.
Since the majority of the business is resi-

dential tree care, Mayer said much of what
Newton Hook Tree Care focuses on includes
pruning, root care, bracing, removal and
planting. As an arborist, Mayer’s focus is 
on the care and preservation of trees. Mayer,
pointed out the importance of correctly 
pruning trees, especially fruit trees, which is
his area of expertise. 

Lawn versus trees
Residentially, trees are always competing with
turf grass for nutrients and water so there has
to be a compromise and a balance for both to
thrive. “A Scott’s lawn comes at a high price,”
he said, referring to the lawn care products,
which promote a perfect and green lawn. 
Maintaining healthy trees and achieving a

balance in the landscape includes mulching
and deep root fertilizing, along with soil test-
ing, root care and pruning. 
“We try and replicate what it’s like for trees

in the forest,” he said. While the main focus is
to keep trees viable and attractive, safe removal
is another part of Mayer’s job. 
“Our task is to allow our trees to mature

with dignity, and, when necessary, due to 
competition for space, age, disease or disaster,
remove them in an efficient and respectful
way,” he said. Mayer works directly with the
property owner or caretaker to determine the
best course of action. Hazardous tree removal
is also an area of expertise for an arborist.
Mayer recalled removing an 85-foot tall sugar
maple with a 36-inch base, with three propane
tanks buried nearby in a construction area. 
“It was challenging getting it out without

damaging anything,” he said.
“It’s about doing what’s best for the 

environment and for future generations,” 
said Andrew Mayer on his philosophy as 
an arborist. 
“It’s doing something bigger than 

yourself.” �
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